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A B ST R AC T

Hydroxyapatite (HA) is one of the most common biocompatible ceramic with wide usages in various aspects
of medicine due to the resemblance to the mineral bone tissue. The particle size of HA has a key roll in
determination of the reaction rate at the interface of natural bones/artificial. Accordingly, this paper tries
to propose a novel approach for the preparation of HA nanoparticles from natural source as raw materials
using microwave irradiation without any further heat treatment. To compare the proposed approach
various combination of micro irradiation and heat treatment as traditional and more recent developments
were performed. Characterizations of products were carried out using XRD, SEM and TEM techniques. The
results confirmed the presence of minor constituents (Mg, Sr, C, O) and the ratio of Ca/Mg=1.63 in the
products. Moreover, the formation of relatively spherical shape like nanoparticles of hydroxyapatite (about
30 nm) was confirmed by TEM images during the direct preparation of HA nanoparticles by employment
of microwave irradiation. According to the results, the proposed approach provide the possibility of the
preparation of large-scale, spherical and pure HA nanoparticles in acceptable time by usage of low cost
natural source, eco-friendly method without the using of organic solvent and expensive raw materials.
Keywords: Microwave; Hydroxyapatite Nanoparticles; Natural bones; Heat treatment.

1. Introduction
Hydroxyapatite (HA) is one of the most
common bio-ceramic with wide applications in
biomedical usages. There are various preparation
routes in the literatures for the preparation of HA
as precipitation approach [1], ultrasonic irradiation
[2], sol-gel [3], electrodeposition [4], hydrothermal
process [5] and spray pyrolysis [6]. Some of
researches were carried out based on the using of
natural sources, e.g., sea corals [7], egg shells [8],
bovine bone [9], planet sources [10], fish bones and
fish scales [11] as raw materials. The outstanding
advantages of mammalian bones as raw materials
are low cost, high purity and the presence of minor

affecting elements such as Mg, Zr and Sr [9].
Todays, the advancement of microwave
(MW) irradiation is a hot issue for preparation
of biomaterials. In MW irradiation, internally
generated heat of molecules is replaced by the
external heating source and consequently more
attractive due to the rapid heating, shorter process
times, higher efficiently for every transformation
as well as throughout volume heating. MW
irradiation of eggshell to prepare the precursors in
sol-gel technique [12, 13] and activation of aqueous
solution for precipitation of Ca and P components
using a domestics MW [14] were the typically
usages of MW for HA preparation. Side by side
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the possibility of HA nanoparticles preparation by
combination of MW irradiation and heat treatment
comparison of various techniques for preparation
of HA are summerized in Table 1. Accordingly,
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Table 1- Continued
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of naturally source, especially dog bones with nearly
the same of human bones biological behavior [15],
hasn’t investigated, yet. The present study proposed
a new method on the base of MW irradiation and
heat treatment of dog bones as raw materials for the
preparation of HA nanoparticles.

by increasing the temperature from 600 °C (in
S3 sample) to 900 °C (in S4 sample) the color of
sample remained relatively constant.
Generally, the mammalian bones consist of
hydroxyapatite and carbon constituents distributed
in the amorphous organized collagen fibers
matrix. Removal of organic constituents, phase
transformation of bones, changing the amount
and degree of crystallity during the heat treatment
and MW irradiation were the main reasons of the
samples color changes in Fig. 1. Since, the raw
samples holds in -19 °C before irradiation, it can
be concluded that the thermal shock of initially
samples induced the micro cracks/flaws in the
structure and enhanced the internal surface of
samples during the irradiation. In this case, the
surface of flaws acts as suitable situation for the
exitance of burning products and the evolution of
crystalline HA.
It was necessary to note that, the main difference
between MW energy and other forms of radiation,
e.g., X and gamma rays, are the MW energy is
non-ionizing and therefore does not change the
molecular structure of the compounds during the
heating [63]. Accordingly, MW irradiation provides
only thermal activation. Due to the low dielectric
constant of raw dog bones [64], it has low potential
for the coupling with microwaves. According to
the results, irradiation of dog bone in the substrate
with little dielectric constant has not any effect
on the evolution of HA. While, doing the same
experiment on silicon carbide solid cup provide the
required energy for the evolution of HA at 30 min
irradiation time. As a consequence, the time and
intensity of MW during the irradiation of raw dog
bone directly enhanced the amount of prepared
heat energy as well as the maximum of operational
temperature. In this condition, the crystallity and
grain size of HA must be enhanced, directly.

2. Experimental details
Dog bones were collected and removed all
skeletal flesh from there’s. Clean bones dropped
at boiled water for 60 min and dried for 24 h at
room temperature. The dried bones were manually
scraped and sieved to prepare a mesh size lower
than 4 mm and hold to -19 °C for 30 min.
Bones particles divided to 5 samples, each
sample experiences various heating treatment
and MW irradiation as shown in Table 2. MW
Irradiation was done in silicon carbide vessel.
Phase characterizations of products carried out
by Philips PW- 1730 X-ray diffraction (XRD)
using Cu Kα radiation. The average crystallite
size was estimated using Scherrer’s equation [6062]. The morphology, point chemical analysis
and size distribution of samples investigated by
SEM (JEOLJSM 5310), dispersive energy X-Ray
spectroscopy (EDX) (Oxford Instrument) and
TEM (CM200 Philips), respectively. To draw the
histogram of size distribution, the average size of
85 particles in TEM images were measured using
the microstructure measurement program.
3. Results and discussion
3.1. Changes in samples colors
As shown in Fig. 1, the color of raw bone (S1
sample) is pale yellow. After the heating of S2
sample at 600 °C for 150 min, its color changes
to black. While, the same heating process after 10
min MW irradiation causes to the change in color
to white (S3 sample). Moreover, MW irradiation
for 30 min without any further heating is able to
create similar color change in S5 sample. Also,

3.2. XRD phase identification
Bone composed from amorphous organized

Table 2: Various conditions for the preparation of samples.
Table 2- Various conditions for the preparation of samples

Sample

MW activation

S1
S2
S3
S4
S5

✗
✗
✓
✓
✓

Time of MW
(min)
✗
✗
10
10
30

Calcination temperature
(°C)
✗
600
600
900
✗
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Calcination Time
(min)
✗
150
150
150
✗
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Fig. 1: The changes of dog bone colors during the heat treatment and MW irradiation for S1: Raw bone; S2: Raw
bone after heating at 600 °C for 150 min; S3: Sample after 10 min MW irradiation and then heating at 600 °C for
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at 600 °C for 150 min; S3: Sample after 10 min MW irradiation
then heating at 600 °C for 150 min; S4: Sample after 10 min MW
irradiation and then heating at 900 °C for 150 min; S5: Sample after 30 min MW irradiation.

1

Fig. 2:
XRD spectra of dog bones after various heating treatment and MW irradiation for S1: Raw bone; S2: Raw
Fig. 2- XRD spectra of dog bones after various heating treatment and MW irradiation for S1: Raw bone; S2: Raw bone after heating
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collagen fibers as a matrix, embedded with HA
nanocrystals [65]. The XRD patterns of various
samples (Fig. 2) confirmed the presence of HA
(JCPDS cod nom: 01-072-1243). As shown all peaks
are broader compared to the standard, especially
in S1 and S2 samples, confirmed the presence of
amorphous and crystalline combination phases
of organized collagen and HA, respectively. All
samples have sharp peaks of (002) diffractions
due to the induction of the co-alignment between
the c-axis of the HA crystals and the long axis of
the matrix collagen [66]. Other peaks are merged
at (300), (112) and (211) planes especially in
S1 sample. Also, the number and intensity of
characteristics peaks of S3, S4 and S5 samples are
increased, respect to S1 and S2 samples. It is related
to the formation and increasing the crystallinity of
HA phase after MW irradiation and heat treatment.
Similar to the changes in colors in Fig. 1; S3, S4 and
S5 samples experience the same phases evolution.
Consequently, MW irradiation of raw bone for
30 min in S5 sample is able to produce crystalline
phase of HA, successfully.
Table 3 abbreviates the unit cell parameters of S3
and S4 samples. As shown the unit cell dimension
are relatively constant at 600 °C and 900 °C after
150 min, and confirm the stable nature of HA

nanoparticles.
Using Scherres equation, the average crystallite
sizes of products are measured to be about 29±1
nm, 45±1 nm and 67±1 nm for S3, S4 and S5
samples, respectively. Thus, increasing the heating
temperatures from 600 °C to 900 °C, improved
the enlargement of grain boundaries and as a
consequence, crystallite size enhanced by heating
temperature. From macroscopic view, reducing
of total surface energy is the driving force for the
coarsening and microscopically, decreasing in
surface energy with various curvatures was strongly
improved mass transport in higher temperature
[67]. Moreover, MW irradiation for higher time
(30 min in sample S5) enable us to produce HA
nanocrystalline similar to S3 and S4 samples. It
was necessary to note that, the energy of MW in S5
sample is higher then the S3 and S4 samples, due
to the higher crystallite size of S5 sample. Because
of the lower crystallite size of HA within the
crystalline samples and the novelty of preparation
method, S3 and S5 samples were selected for
further microstructure investigation by SEM and
TEM techniques.
Fig. 3 represents the SEM images and typical
point chemical analysis (EDX spectra) of S3 sample
prepared at 600 °C. Accordingly, the product

Table
3: 3Unit
parameters
powder
for S4
S3samples
and S4 samples.
Table
Unitcell
cell parameters
of of
HA HA
powder
for S3 and
Sample
S3
S4

Unit cell parameter (Å)
A
C
9.3
6.8
9.3
6.8

Cell volume (Å3)
522.2
522.8

Fig. 3: SEM images of S3: Sample after 10 min MW irradiation and then heating at 600 °C for 150 min and S5:
Fig. 3- SEM images of S3: Sample after 10 min MW irradiation and then heating at 600 °C for 150 min and S5: Sample after 30 min
Sample after 30 min MW irradiation.
MW irradiation.
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particles have generally rounded morphology
with the strong tendency for sever agglomeration
to compensate the surface effects. EDS spectra
confirms the presence of minor affecting elements
(e.g., Mg, O, Sr and C) in the products as well
as the ratio of Ca/P= 1.63. This ratio is close to
the stoichiometric ratio of Ca/P in HA (about
1.67). Since, Mg and Sr are categorized in vital
constituents for tissue metabolic activities, their
presence are so beneficially from biological aspects.
By decreasing the ratio of Ca/P in HA, calcium
deficient hydroxyapatite (CDHA) is produced.
CDHA transforms to β-tricalcium phosphate (β
-TCP) beyond 600 °C [68-70]. Since, there is not
any peak/s that confirmed the formation of β
-TCP up to 900 °C (in S4 sample), the precursor
doesn’t belong to CDHA family. As shown in Fig.
3 (S5 sample), the tendency for agglomeration was
severer than the S3 sample. This can be related to

the higher shape irregularity and size distribution
of particles in S5 sample. This evident confirmed
by TEM observations in Fig. 4. It was necessary
to note that the EDX spectra and point chemical
analysis of S5 is similar to S3 sample.
Fig. 4 shows the TEM images and their size
distribution histogram of HA prepared at 600 °C for
150 min after 10 min MW irradiation (S3 sample)
and HA prepared after 30 min MW irradiation (S5
sample). Similar to the XRD results, the average
size of particles is to be about 30 nm (S3 sample in
Fig. 4). While, the size distribution of S5 sample is
higher and equal to be about 55 nm. Also, due to
the severity of MW irradiation the average particles
size of HA in S5 is higher than S3.
Since, the thermal activation is the main effect
of MW during the irradiation, it can be concluded
that by enhancement of the intensity and duration
of MW irradiation from 10 min (S3 samples) to

Fig. 4: TEM images of S3: Sample after 10 min MW irradiation and then heating at 600 °C for 150 min and S5:

Fig. 4- TEM images of S3: Sample after 10 minSample
MW irradiation
at 600 °C for 150 min and S5: Sample after 30 min
after 30and
minthen
MWheating
irradiation.
MW irradiation.

118

Khayati GR, J Ultrafine Grained Nanostruct Mater, 52(1), 2019, 110-121

30 min (in S5 sample), the required energy for the
burning of organic compound of raw bone, i.e.,
carbon constituent, amorphous organized collagen
fibers matrix and the evolution of HA nanoparticles
have been provided.
From morphological aspects, in the case of 30
min MW irradiation, the HA particles has more
tendency for growth and preparation of spherical
morphology with narrower distribution size. It was
necessary to note that the coarsening tendency of
grains that accelerates at high temperatures can
be explained by Ostwald ripening and Oriented
attachment mechanisms [71-72]. The former is
administrated for more soluble materials and
the dissolution of the smaller ones caused to the
growth of the larger particles/crystals. While, the
later is administrated for less soluble crystals and
merging of the smaller ones each other caused to
the coarsening of particles. More stability of larger
particles/crystals than the smaller ones is the
driving force of Ostwald ripening and is a function
of temperature due to its effect on the interfacial
energy, growth rate coefficients, and solubility.
While, the decreasing of interphase boundary as well
as the surface energy of the system are the driving
force of Oriented attachment. Both mechanisms
dependent to the amount of diffusion dictated by
“kT” value and enhanced at higher temperatures.
Since, the composition of HA is consistent in our
experiments the Oriented attachment mechanism
was more effective.
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